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Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Be: Notice of Ex Parte Presentations
MM Docket No. 87-268

Dear Mr. Caton:

On September 3, 1997, Robert Cahill, Michael Wortsman, and Mary Jo Manning, on
behalf ofUnivision Communications Inc., met with Chairman Hundt; Gretchen Rubin, Counsel
to the Chairman; Commissioner Quello; Marsha MacBride, Advisor to Commissioner Quello;
David Siddall, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Ness; and Jane Mago, Senior Legal Advisor to
Commissioner Chong, to discuss issues u..."1der consideration in the above-referenced proceeding.
The parties discussed the difficulty ofproviding DTV service to the urban minority population
that constitutes the bulk ofUnivision's audience and the need for greater DTV UHF power levels
to overcome these difficulties. Such relief is necessary to ensure the public's access to Spanish­
language services such as the Univision Network. The attached technical exhibit was distributed
at some of these meetings.
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On September 4, 1997, Robert Cahill, Michael Wortsman, and Mary Jo Manning
discussed these same matters with Roy Stewart, Chief of the Mass Media Bureau; Clay
Pendarvis, Chief of the Television Branch; Raymond White, Special Assistant to the Bureau
Chief (MMB); Robert Ratcliffe, Senior Legal Advisor (MMB); and John Morgan, Video
Services Division. Alan Stillwell of the Office of Engineering and Technology attended the
meeting by telephone. The attached technical exhibit was also distributed at.thisfmeeting.. I ;--)} j
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Should there by any questions with regard to this matter, please communicate with the
undersigned.

Sincerely,

~1C.7LI
Scott R. Flick

SRF:rl
cc: Chairman Reed Hundt

Commissioner James Quello
Gretchen Rubin
Marsha MacBride
David Siddall
Jane Mago
Roy Stewart
Clay Pendarvis
Raymond White
Robert Ratcliffe
John Morgan
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TECHNICAL EXHIBIT
PREPARED ON BEHALF OF

UNIVISION COMMUNICATIONS INC.

Technical Narrative

This technical narrative and associated
exhibits have been prepared on behalf of Univision
Communications Inc. (Univision) which operates 12 Spanish
language TV stations, including WXTV on channel 41 at
Paterson, New Jersey. The purpose is to provide
information concerning the NTSC and DTV coverage for WXTV
as well as the DTV coverage for the other commercial TV
station's in the New York City TV market. The DTV
coverage for WXTV is analyzed based on (1) the planning
factors adopted by the Commission in the 6th Report and
Order in MM Docket 87-268 (DTV Docket) and (2) revised
planning factors believed to be more appropriate for the
reception environment in the New York City TV market.

Station WXTV currently operates on NTSC channel
41 with a directional antenna maximum effective radiated
power (ERP) of 2450 kW and an antenna height above
average terrain (HAAT) of 421 meters. In the DTV Docket,
WXTV was allotted channel 40 for its DTV operation with a
directional antenna maximum ERP of 66.2 kW and an HAAT of
421 meters. Figure 1 is a map which depicts the
predicted DTV noise-limited contours for all commercial
TV stations in the New York City TV market. Figure lA
tabulates the NTSC and DTV facilities for all commercial
TV stations in the New York City TV market.

The FCC used a receiver noise figure of 7 dB in
the planning factors for UHF DTV reception. There does
not appear to be any basis for this value. Based on an
FCC Staff report entitled "Comparability for UHF
Television" (dated September 1980), which provided the
results of a comprehensive analysis of the FCC's
television planning factors and derived "modified"
coverage contour values, a figure of 12 dB was used for
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receiver noise. This is considered a more realistic
value. In addition, the FCC's planning factors contained
in the DTV Docket do not contain a factor for building
penetration loss which is relevant in urban markets and,
particularly, the New York City TV market which consists
of numerous high-rise buildings where use of indoor
antennas are prevalent. The aforementioned FCC Staff
report contains a building penetration loss figure of 24
dB. This figure is supported by a report conducted by
the Georgia Institute of Technology in 19801 which
contained a building penetration loss figure of 30 dB (6
dB "greater" than the value contained in the FCC Staff
report) .

Using a receiver noise figure of 12 dB and a
building penetration loss figure of 24 dB l a 70 dBu
signal is necessary to permit adequate DTV reception to
indoor antennas. Figure 2 is a map comparing the NTSC
Grade B (64 dBu) contour for WXTV based on its existing
facilities and the DTV 41 dBu, noise-limited contour
based on the FCC's planning factors in the DTV Docket and
the DTV 70 dBu contour.

lV. ctIltf~
W. Jeffrey Reynolds

du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
240 North Washington Blvd.
Suite 700
Sarasota, Florida 34236
(941) 366-2611

September 2, 1997

1 Final Report, Project No. A-2475, "Program to Improve UHF
Television Reception", prepared for the UHF Comparability Task Force
under Contract No. FCC-0315.
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PREDICTED OTV COVERAGE CONTOURS
NEW YORK CITY COMMERCIAL TV STATIONS
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EXISTING HTSC ARD PROPOSBD DTV FACILITIBS
NEW YORK CITY, ... YOU COIIIIBRICIAL rrv STATIO_

Figure lA

Call HTSC Faciliti•• DTV Faciliti••
Letter. City/State Ch. BRP (kw) BUT (a) Ch. BRP(kW) BUT(m)

WXTV Paterson, NJ 41 2450 421 40 66.2 421
WHSE-TV Newark, NJ 68 2630 439 53 53.5 439
WCBS-TV New York, NY 2 21. 4 482 56 349 482
WNBC New York, NY 4 17.4 515 28 156.5 515
WNYW New York, NY 5 17.4 515 44 215.2 515
WABC-TV New York, NY 7 64.6 491 45 157.3 491
WWOR-TV Secaucus, NJ 9 61.7 500 38 130.6 500
WPIX New York, NY 11 58.9 506 33 111.8 506
WNJU Linden, NJ 47 4570 460 36 142.6 460
WHSI-TV Smithtown, NY 67 2630 219 23 50 219
WLNY Riverhead, NY 55 5000 194 57 125.8 194
WMBC-TV Newton, NJ 63 2190 223 8 3.2 223
WTBY Poughkeepsie, NY 54 5000 490 27 112.5 490
WRNN-TV Kingston, NY 62 5000 591 21 93.8 591
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PREDICTED NTSC AND DTV COVERAGE CONTOURS
WXTV, PATERSON, NEW JERSEY
NTSC - 41, ERP 2340 KWIHAAT 421 M DA
DTV - CH 40, ERP 66.2 KWIHAAT 421 M DA
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ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SLIP Date 09/18/97

TO: (Name, office symbol, room number, Initials Date

building, Agency/Post)

1. Bill Cation

2. Room 222

3.

4.

5.
Action File Note and Return

Approval For Clearance Per Conversation

As Requested For Correction Prepare Reply

Circulate For Your Information See Me

Comment Investigate Signature

Coordination Justify

REMARKS

PLEASE INCLUDE THIS IN THE DTV PROCEEDING, DOCKET NO. MM

87-268. I HAVE PROVIDED TWO COPIES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE.

THANK YOU.

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals,concurrences,disposals

clearances, and similar actions

FROM: (Name. org. symbol. Agency/Post)

Wanda Hardy

5041·102

·U.S. GPO:

Room No-Bldg.

Phone
418-2129

OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76)
P....cribed by GSA
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